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serve its authority the Church managed to urge the
Christian princes to fight Islam in the name of
religion; it was able also to diffuse this spirit of
exaggerated fanaticism and religious zeal in Christian
societies for long ages, and to mobilize the chivalry of
the Middle Ages in great expeditions towards imaginary
aims without any attractive worldly profits.
But this religious spirit did not extinguish the
worldly ambition in the bosom of the Crusade leaders.
As religion was a banner in the hand of the Church
under which princes and knights were called to stand,
likewise the religious appeal was an effective means in
the hands of the knights and nobles to recruit the
common people and to ensure their obedience and
submission. If the hearts of the leaders and knights
were moved by a sort of religious zeal, worldly ambi-
tion was the strongest factor which pushed them to
the melee of these distant adventures. Rivalry for
power and authority made its way among them from
the beginning, a fact which is proved by most of the
Crusades. Godfrey of Bouillon and his colleague
princes marched at the head of the first Crusade after
having engaged to rule the conquered lands in the
name of Papacy. When they reached Constantinople
they engaged to rule them in the name of the Emperor
against the marching of the Crusade army through the
territories of the Empire. But no sooner they reached
Tarsus and Antioch than a storm of discord broke out
among them ; Baldwin abandoned his colleagues and
settled in the principality of Emessa (Horns) and
Bohmund settled in Antioch and refused to march to
the South ; Raymond of Toulouse was busy with the
invasion of Tripolis and Godfrey made himself inde-
pendent ruler of the principality of Jerusalem. All of
them ruled their new principalities in their own names
and for their own account, and built palaces and made
feudal donations* As we have seen the fifth Crusade
did not reach the Holy Land, but settled in Constan-